Too often, the significance of material conditions to people's experiences of (in)justice is obscured in critical legal thinking, as well as in legal policy. This collection makes an important contribution to critical studies of law and poverty, as well as to critical legal studies generally. The collection reiterates the failures of substantive law for those living in poverty, as well as the failures of processes of representation and procedure. As was noted in the original report:
By far the most significant bias of the legal system against poor people has been its failure to provide legal advice and representation to many who require that assistance. 2 The most important intervention that this collection makes, however, is to go beyond these substantive and procedural matters, to explain the structural role of law in reinforcing poverty, as well as the ways in which law's role with respect to poverty intersects with and reinforces law's role in producing structural inequality based on race, gender and sexuality.
Larissa Behrendt explains the significance of Sackville's report for its method of looking 'at the way in which race and poverty were linked' (p. 79), which was ground-breaking at that time. In addition to making an important contribution to critical studies of law and poverty, and to critical legal studies generally, this collection documents gaps in the original report (such as the intersection of poverty, gender and law, which was a nascent area of politics and study at the time of the Sackville Report). While recognising the significance of the Sackville Report to political, legal and social change, it also poses important questions about why we have so far to goparticularly regarding the rights and material conditions of Indigenous Australians. While gender is raised across the collection by a number of contributors, I would have liked to have seen these discussions drawn together in a single chapter-particularly the effects and intersection of domestic violence, pay gaps and the gendered failings of superannuation. Overall, however, this collection provides an important and sobering account of law's role in determining material conditions, the important work that has been done from the Sackville Report onwards, and the
